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BOOK were transferred under the Crimes Act from Donegal J^^, to Queen's County. The story of the jury deserves attention. It lights up many things in Irish national life. The population of Queen's County was 65,000, of whom 57,000 were Catholics. The parliamentary voters stood at 13,000. The panel of special jurors only included 217 names, or about 1 in 60 of the persons presumed to be capable citizens; but of the 217, only 66 were Catholics. When 117 names had been called and had answered, the judge suggested that they had enough to form a jury from. Of this number, the Crown challenged 42, the prisoner being limited to 20. The jury was exclusively Protestant, in a county where Catholics -were to Protestants as 57 to 8, or about 7 to 1. Not one of the jurors knew Irish, and not many of the prisoners knew English. An application was made to have a view jury, for the reason that the peculiar formation of the ground made it impossible for the constables to see all the incidents to which they testified. The Crown resisted, and the application was refused. The judge, who conducted his share of the trial with unimpeached integrity, commented severely on the original error of the Government in not sending an officer of proved discretion and with an overwhelming force. He expressed his view that there had been no antecedent combination, or, in other words, that the killing of the officer was the result of impulse and sudden provocation. One man was found guilty of manslaughter, and sentenced to ten years7 penal servitude. Conviction affirmed by decision of a higher court on a point of law.
When a second prisoner was put on his trial, the jury, this time comprising one Catholic, disagreed.d to some small group of five or six, andmischief-makers.both refreshing and useful in parliamentary politics. It went far beyond a mere personal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
